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Why Bill Gates Bet Big on Liquid Metal Technology

Imagine a battery that works like a layered cocktail - with molten metals naturally separating into distinct
levels through gravity. This isn't science fiction, but the core innovation behind Ambri's liquid metal battery
technology. Founded in 2010 by MIT professor Donald Sadoway, Ambri captured attention (and Bill Gates
checkbook) with its promise of safer, cheaper, and longer-lasting energy storage than traditional lithium-ion
solutions.

The Science Behind the Hype
Ambri's battery operates at 5007C, using three self-segregating layers.

Top layer: Low-density calcium alloy (the negative electrode)
Middle: Molten salt electrolyte
Bottom: High-density antimony (the positive electrode)

This"liquid sandwich" design eliminates complex manufacturing processes while enabling 20+ year lifespans
- agame-changer for grid storage.

From Lab Bench to Global Partnerships
Ambri's journey reads like a Silicon Valley playbook:

2014: Secured $35M Series C from Gates and Khosla Ventures
2021: Landed $144M for commercial scaling
2022: Partnered with India's Reliance Industries for gigafactory plans

But the plot thickened in 2024 when the company filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy, despite securing critical
antimony supplies through Perpetua Resources. The energy storage sector watched slack-jawed - how could a
Gates-backed unicorn stumble?

The Antimony Advantage (and Its Achilles Heel)
Ambri's bet on antimony offered two key benefits:

Cost: Antimony costs 1/3 of lithium per kWh
Safety: No thermal runaway risks like lithium fires

Y et this became a double-edged sword. While antimony's crustal abundance seemed promising, developing

domestic U.S. supply chains proved slower than expected. The company's 2021 deal with Perpetua Resources
(owner of Americas largest antimony deposit) now looks prescient, but couldn't prevent 2024's financial
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reckoning.

L essons From the Frontlines of Energy Innovation
Ambri's story exposes the brutal economics of energy hardware:

Grid-scale projects require 10,000+ battery cycles
Capital costs must fall below $100/kWh
Customers demand 20-year performance guarantees

The company's 250MWh Nevada data center project with TerraScale showcased technical viability, but
scaling production to meet such demands proved financially draining. It's a cautionary tale for next-gen battery
startups - even Nobel-caliber science needs bulletproof unit economics.

The Road Ahead: Phoenix or Fire Sale?
As Ambri restructures under Chapter 11, the energy world debates:

Will the $38M asset sale preserve core | P?

Can new investors stomach the long commercialization horizon?

Does antimony-based storage still compete with falling lithium prices?
One thing's certain - the need for 4-24 hour storage solutions grows daily. Whether Ambri's liquid metal
alchemy can ultimately transmute lab success into market dominance remains energy storage's billion-dollar

guestion.

Web: https://www.sphoryzont.edu.pl
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